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INDIAN MARITIME UNIVERSITY 
(A Central University, Government of India) 

End Semester Examination December 2017 

 

Programme: B.Tech (Marine Engineering)                  Semester: 1   

Subject Name: Communicative English & Sociology    Subject Code: UG11T2101 

Date: 05.12.2017                                                     Maximum Marks: 100 

Time: 3 hours                                                           Pass Marks: 50___________ 

 

PART A                      10 x 3 Marks = 30 Marks 
(All questions are compulsory) 

1.  
(a) Put the verbs into the simple past: 

 
i. Last year I (go) _____________ to England on a holiday. 

ii. It (be) _______________ fantastic. 

iii. In the mornings we (walk) __________ in the streets of London. 

 

   (b) Choose the correct preposition: 

 
i. Leila is named _________ her aunt. 

ii. They have known each other _______ ten years. 

iii. John and his wife are travelling ______ car. 

 

    (c) Use the following idioms in a sentence: 
 

i. To add insult to injury 

ii. Break a leg 

iii. Let the cat out of the bag 

 

    (d) Change the voice of the following sentences (Active/Passive): 

i. After driving Professor Jones to the museum she dropped him at his hotel. 

ii. I remember my sister taking me to the museum. 

iii. Who is creating this mess? 

(e) Summarize the following passage into 3 sentences:  
 

Have you ever wondered why soldiers are always clad in green? This is to 

enable them to camouflage themselves during wartime. Hiding in the jungles, 

their green attire blend into the surrounding trees and shrubs, making it 

difficult for the enemies to spot them. 
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Long before man made use of camouflaging, insects have already adopted the 

tactic of disguise to escape from the clutches of their predators. By having 

body colors close to those of the rocks and dried leaves, they catch less 

attention from the predators and hence escape from being pursued. However, 

this kind of disguise works only if the insects remain still in the presence of 

their predators. 

Butterflies and moths have developed a variety of camouflage strategies since 

they are quite defenseless and their predators - birds are abundant in supply. 

Many moth caterpillars resemble dead twigs while the young of certain species 

of butterflies appear like bird droppings. Adult butterflies and moths 

camouflage themselves too, in attempts to escape from their hunters - birds 

who are superior gliders. Possessing wings, which resemble dried leaves, help 

certain butterflies and moths to hide among heaps of dried leaves when 

predators are around. 

(f) Explain the modes of communication onboard ship. 
 

(g) Explain Verbal and Nonverbal communication 
 

(h) What are the barriers to communication?  
 

      (i) Briefly explain Social Democracy 
 

      (j) Write a short note on Trade Unions in India. 
 

PART – B                   5x 14 Marks = 70 Marks 
(Answer Any 5 out of 7 of the following) 

 
2. Briefly describe: 

a) Ethics and Values 

b) Communism and Capitalism 

3.      Explain the positive role of education in reducing criminal tendencies in society. 

4.  Trace the history of UNO. How does it help the underdeveloped and developing     

countries? 

5.  Elaborate the following Acts: 

  a)    Workmen’s Compensation Act 1923 

  b)    Industrial Disputes Act  
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6.  Globally Indians are the acknowledged technological geniuses. Yet the goal of 

Digital India is facing several hurdles. Discuss the economic, social and political 

reasons for this.  

7.  On 20th Mar 2017 two cargo vessels Dusk Kanyakumari and MW Oak collided as 

they were entering/departing the Kannur Port. Investigations by the Enquiry 

Commission headed by you and a team of scientists, environmental     

conservationists, engineers, port officials, the following were the facts of the 

case: 

a) The option of using the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System 

(GMDSS), or at least an urgent alert/call, in order to alert all concerned 

authorities immediately, which might have assisted the vessel in 

combating the situation was not exercised by the master of Dusk 

Kanyakumari. 

b) MW Oak crew revealed that the bridge team was fatigued. The vessel 

had a CDI (Chemical Distribution Institute) inspection along with 

discharging operations the previous day, and their rest hours were near 

violation. This made them lose situational awareness.  

c) Both bridge teams did not maintain effective look out; trainees were 

assigned on lookout duty; identification and tracking of the other vessel 

on radar was also inadequate.  

d) When collision was imminent, both the vessels did not consider the 

option of using anchors to avert disaster. 

e) The ships misreported 2k tonnes of oil leakage, (worsening the 

containment solutions) when it was actually 251.41 K Tonnes of Oil 

Spillage.  

The Enquiry Commission has now proposed to regulate rest hours of the pilots 

and officials. The Masters of both the vessels have been grounded for 5 years 

with immediate effect. The owners of the ships have been asked to pay Rs.85 

lakhs each to the Kannur Port.  

As the Head of the Enquiry Commission, write an accident report using the 

above findings to the Chairman, Kannur Port, Kerala. 

8.  As the Conference Coordinator of IMU Day, you are required to conduct a 3 

hour meeting of the student coordinators of various committees like transport, 

sponsorship, inter-college competitions, catering, accounts, and reception. 

Write an Agenda for the same keeping in mind the formatting and relevant 

content.  

 

******** 


