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Farmers' PrutestE D e s

| Don’t LetT l.s Farmer Die |

Punjab farmer Jagjit Singh Daliewal S fast unto death at Khanaurl border to

st for a legally guaranteed Minimum Support Price (MSP) for all crops _
entered the 53" day on January 17. In solidarity with Dallewal,

111 farmers have also started a hunger strike. On February 13, the farmers’

protest on the borders of Punjab and Haryana will complete a year. How

long before the central and state governments stlr? '
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ABOUT THE COVER

While Shubhkaran
Singh—a farmer from
Bathinda district who
was allegedly shot
dead on February 21,
2024, during farmers'
efforts to march from
Khanauri towards
Delhi—had initially
become the poster
child for the agitation,
Jagjit Singh Dallewal
has now joined him
as the face of the
movement amid his
growing popularity.
He has beenona
fast-unto-death at the
Khanauri border inside
a tractor trailer—B.5
feet X 10.5 feet—lined
with foam sheet to
insulate him from the
cold outside, His fast
entered the 53" day on
January 17, 2025. The
trailer where Dallewal
has been living since
the beginning of the
protest in February
2024 has a white
tarpaulin ceiling.

COVER PHOTOGRAPH:
Vikram Sharma

55 | THE
UNTOUCHABLE

The ideological chasm
between Ambedkar's
vision and the
Hindutva worldview
remains irreconcilable

N a cold November afternoon in 2021, when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the
government's decision to repeal the three farm laws,
the protest site at Tikri Border had already become a

place of resistance and gardens. The farmers from
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh had
been at several sites at Delhi's border for more than
a year by then. They had begun to grow flowers. To
remind them of home. Back then, there were two
protests—Shaheen Bagh and the farmers' agitation—
that defined dissent in this country. One was
uprooted. The other continues. But both were about
hope in our Orwellian present. Trenches had been dug, nails were laid out, there
were water cannons and tear gas and batons and barricades.

In February 2024, farmers gathered to protest again in Punjab. Their march
to Delhi was stopped. Two protests are on at Khanauri and Shambhu borders.
A farmer is trying to defy the might of the state by fasting. Many others have
joined him now. This issue is about the state and the farmers and the fate of a
protest that has continued but has failed to register. Outiook's issue looks at the
history of peasant protests in Punjab and the politics of such protests.

~Chinki Sinha
4 | THE FARMER- 20 | THE 38 | EMBERS
COMPOSING ANTAGONIST  TURBANATORS REKINDLED
Farmer leader Jagjit Pagrhi Sambhal While the recent

Singh Dallewal has been
observing a fast-unto-
death at Khanauri
border to pressurise the
government to fulfil its
promises to the farming
community

0’ Jatta was the
original peasant
movement in the
pre-colonial period
that has energised
farmers' protests
even today

64 | TRAJECTORY OF
NOWHERE

In the context of space and
time, who are we humans
and do we even matter?

death by suicide of a
farmer has rendered
the mood sombre at
Shambhu border, the
protests have picked
momentum at the call
of the unions
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- Abarbarlc era is upon us once again. An era of power. Democracy is in
retreat. | think back to the '90s ... At that time, it seemed to all of us—to
~ you, and to us—that we had entered a safe world. Today that all seems

like a pretty fairytale. We are witnessing a new clash between good and
.= ~ evil. We are both W|tnesses and participants.”

' .—Svetlana Ale:ue\nch wmner of the Nobel Prize in Lsterature
at the Nobel Banquet in 2015
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that engulfed the country—how cities and vlilages

- were burned and obliterated entirely. The images -

we see today are not merely remnants of war, but
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M.F. Husain's 'Yudha'

All the headlines of the articles in this issue are a tribute to the great books and movies on war. Some are well-known, like Ernest
Hemingway’s For Whom The Bell Tolls or Svetlana Alexievich’s The Unwomanly Face of War or Terrence Malick’s seminal war film,
The Thin Red Line. But many others are not so popular. They are books and films which relate to the subjects the articles deal with,
are written or made in war-torn countries like Palestine, Ukraine and Syria and relate to the pain and suffering of the people of the
region. We hope that some of our readers will want to discover the works behind the titles they don’t know.

30 | FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS
Competitive colonialism, nationalist, revolutionary and
ethnic aspirations, rogue rulers and industrial and criminal
interests have created an unbroken chain of wars

52 | THE PRESENCE OF ABSENCE
A photo essay on the lives of people living in Gaza,
who are forced to live in tents after their homes were
demolished in the 2014 Israel-Hamas war
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War correspondent Janine di Giovanni on her
experience of covering almost every major armed
conflict in the world since the 1990s
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Feminists have shown powerfully that far from the
seeming unreality of contemporary wars, we are, in
fact, living in societies completely saturated by war

88 | SCULPTING IN TIME
Documentaries from Ukraine like Intercepted and
Songs of Slow Burning Earth grapple with the Russian
occupation beyond displays of desolation

96 | HUMAN ACTS
Living in the constant fear of war, the
Korean people have endured enormous trauma and
untold tragedy
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112 | THE BURDENED
Yemen, once a beautiful land identified with the
Queen of Sheba, is now one of the worst ongoing
humanitarian disasters of modern times
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A phato essay on humanising the stories
of those affected by war, poverty and displacement
in the Congo
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