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IT'S A TIME of reckoning for Nissan
in India. On the one hand, the Japanese
carmaker has announced the sale of its
51 percent stake in the Renault-Nissan
manufacturing plant in Tamil Nadu to its
alliance partner, Renault. The move has

understandably set alarm bells ringing, with
many seeing it as a prelude to an eventual exit
from the Indian market.

Nissan, however, has been quick to clarify that it isn't going
anywhere. In fact, the company claims the decision to divest from
a capital-intensive, loss-making asset is part of a broader strategy
to become leaner, more agile and better positioned to focus ou
new product development. Production, it says, will continue at
the same facility - only now under a contract-manufacturing
arrangement with Renault.

While this logic holds, one cannot ignore the flip side: cutting
ties with a physical manufacturing footprint also makes it far
easier for Nissan to pack up and leave if things don't go as

planned. But that, we're told, is not the intent. Far from scaling
back, Nissan is committing a fresh investment of $ZOO million
into new product development for India.

After years of a near-dormant portfolio propped up by a
single model - the capable and reliable Magnite - Nissan is
finally signalling a renewed commitment to India. The
company has previewed a future line-up that includes new
5- and 7-seat SUVs and a compact MPV based on the Renault
Triber's platform.

The big question, though, is whether Nissan is simply too late

to the party. The segments it is eyeing are aheady saturated with
well-established players and finely tuned customer expectations.
For Nissan to claw its way back into relevance, these upcoming
models cannot be merely competent - they need to be bold,
original and disruptive. Well-engineered and reliable may no
longer be enough. In a hyper-competitive market, that could end

up being a case of too little, too late.
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The young bride sitting next to her husband's body became the heartbreaking, lasting

image of the terror attack in Pahalgam. A sketch of this image, and a question asking

WHY, to this senseless killing were Outlook's other cover options for this issue.

I I SADLY, lT tS

GUNS AGAIN

ln the aftermath of
the terrorist attack in

Pahalgam, Kashmir,
questions rise,

demanding urgent
answers
By Touflq Rashid &
lshfaq Naseem

16 I IHE SIREN

IS WAITING

It is clear that lndia

will retaliate. But
a war between
the nuclear-armed
neighbours is a

nightmare not just for
lndia and Pakistan,

but for the entire
region

By Seema Guha

22 | ECHoES 0F
MOURNING

Amid emotional
funerals, salutations
and promises of
justice, the families
of those killed in

Pahalgam are

struggling to make

sense of the
unforeseen tragedy
By Avantika Mehta,
Trisha Majumder &
Jinit Parmar

74 IS WAR AN

OPTION?

The sheer uncertainty
and costs ofwar,
present levels of
preparedness and

the nuclear balance

discount war as a

rational option for
lndia, certainly at the
present stage

By Ajai Sahni

0N THE C0VER: Photographs of the 26 victims who were gunned down in Pahalgam on April 22,2025
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VIOTENCE

Amidst legal and
political battles
against the new
Wakf Act, violent
protests by a section
of lVuslims in
lt/urshidabad sharpen

societal polarisation
By Snigdhendu
Bhattacharya

12 ] TRIAL BY

PERCEPTION

The BJP. to avoid an

existential crisis, has

multiplied temple-
mosque disputes to
give itself continued
reason to exist
By Saiyyad
Mohammad
Nizamuddin Pasha

22 I FEAR AMID

LOATHING IN

TUCKNOW

An atmosphere of
fear and the shadow
of the bulldozer hang

heavy over the heads

of Lucknow's lVuslims

who are against the
Waqf Act, but are too
afraid and worried to
protest
By Avantika Mehta

46IMAXIMUM
OUESTIONS
N/umbai's lVuslims

fear the amended

Waqf law will erode

community ownership
By Shweta Desai

ON THE COVER

The popular l\ilinara Masjid in lvlumbai's

N/ohammed Ali Road is caught in a

legal battle. While the [.4aharashtra

State Waqf Board clarms that the
Minara Masjid and other properties the
masjid manages belong to the Waqf

Board, the Masjid Trust denies it.
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63 I THE PK DOCTRINE

Looking for a foothold in Bihar's caste-dominated
landscape, Prashant Kishor, the former strategist for other
political parties, is reaching out to lVuslims and women on

behalf of his own newbie outfit By Md Asghar Khan
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An interview with Phules director Ananth lt4ahadevan
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